
 
 
 
John 15:9-17  
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These 
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer 
do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, 
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, 
so that you will love one another.” 
 
Reflection Questions: 
 
 

1) When you were growing up, what was your understanding of love? 
 
 
 

2) How has your definition of love changed? What contributed to that change? 
 
 
 

3) Do you feel loved?  
 
 



Extended Devotion: 
 
Growing up, I thought of love as the “eros” or romantic love. I daydreamed about being a 
princess and having a really handsome fella who cherished me. This is I believe typical in 
our society – the fairytale life we think will be ours. But life has a way of crushing our 
dreams and we can become disillusioned or cynical with love. But God.  
 
When we change our focus to being outward instead of inward, a funny thing happens. Our 
perspective of love changes. Instead of looking for others to fill my love tank, I can go 
directly to God who fills me, then spread His love to others.  
 
Still, sometimes we might wonder who will encourage and love us. We pour ourselves out 
and sometimes need love in human form. It is in those moments that I can once again run 
to God and His Holy Word to fill that need. Looking up Scriptures to point me to real love – 
not just the fairytale fuzzy love I thought was the real deal – ministers to my real soul need. 
 
How about you? Do you need a fresh dose of God’s love for you? Here is one for you . . . 
 
Zephaniah 3:17 (NLT) 
For the LORD your God is living among you. He is a mighty savior. He will take delight in you with 
gladness. With his love, he will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs." 
 
Takeaway: 
The love of God is enough and I will never be more loved than I am right now. Walk in that 
truth, friends. God. Loves. You. All. The. Time.  
 


