
 
 
 
Luke 6:27-28 (ESV)  

27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who abuse you.” 

 
Reflection Questions: 
 
 

1) How do you handle when others are unloving toward you? 
 
 
 
 

2) What does it mean to do good to those who hate you? 
 
 
 
 

3) Why would Jesus want us to pray for those who abuse us? 
 
 
 
 
 



Extended Devotion: 
 
 
Whenever I read a story or watch a movie where someone is the underdog being mistreated, 
compassion and justice rise up within me. I want the bad guy to “get it” and justice to be 
served. While Jesus is not advocating that we dismiss or enable such ungodly behavior as 
bullying or abuse, He issues a challenge to us that does not come easily to the offended or 
wounded soul.  
 
When we look beneath the surface and see why people behave the way we do, we can ask 
God for grace to have compassion on them and pray for them, that God would heal them 
and help them to turn from sin.  
 
When we look at the expectations we have for others, we realize that we also fall short of 
those same expectations. We are all in need of grace. We can forgive and give grace because 
God gives us grace, too. Loving others is what God called us to do – it is the second 
commandment. Sometimes it will be hard and it will hurt. Sometimes we have to love from 
a distance to be kept safe. But letting go of resentment and bitterness sets us free to love 
others as Christ loved us – even while we were His enemies. 
 
Christ called us to love our enemies because He is long suffering and does not want any to 
perish. May we have that same heart and attitude toward others even when they are unkind 
toward us. And may our hearts beat with His compassion, love and grace so others may see 
Christ in us and be healed.  
 
Takeaway: 
We get hurt by love when we expect people to love us in a way only God can. 


