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SD#102 Tidying Up a Glorious Mess, Part 1 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV) 

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

Reflection Questions: 
 

1) Do you ever feel burdened down by your “messy” life? 
 
 
 

2) How do you view failure? 
 
 
 
      3)  Does the failure you experience keep you from pressing on each day? 
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Extended Devotion: 
 

My current season of life includes a whole lot of mess. Although I have two 
children, messes are always lurking around the house. Dishes, laundry, books, toys, 
paperwork, etc. Once the mess seems under control, another one pops up without 
warning. I can experience a fair amount of exhaustion cleaning up messes and 
training my children to do the same. By God’s grace, I’ve learned to handle the 
messes differently, so I avoid anxiety and overwhelm. But there’s a different type of 
mess that requires more attending than the visual ones in my home. This mess rises 
up and pushes back when I try to tend it, and it’s often ugly and uncomfortable.   

Tending the spiritual messes of our lives is not easy by any means. It’s even harder 
when we tend to them in our strength. In this case, more failure is certain to follow. 
The good news is that we don’t have to forge the messes on our own. God is right 
there in the middle of the mess to guide and strengthen us. I often find that I ask the 
Lord for help first, tidying up is much easier. We tidy up our own messes when we 
admit our need for help.  God doesn’t want us to continue in our mess. He longs to 
give us what we need for each new day. There is nothing wrong with shining light 
on our messy lives. Yes, it’s uncomfortable at times, but we are not alone. We show 
humility in our weakness when we’re honest about the need for God’s molding in 
our lives.  

Life is stressful enough with worrying about handling it all on our own. Sometimes 
it’s easier for us to hide behind our mess and put on a good face for the world. Paul 
shares that he will “gladly boast” in his weakness so that Christ’s power can 
strengthen him. What a powerful testimony! Paul, an apostle of Christ, 
acknowledged his weakness and pressed on toward holiness in the midst of them.  

God is the Covenant Maker, and He is also the Covenant Keeper. What He says He 
will do, He will do. God knew that we would need someone Greater that would give 
us strength for our walk. Christ’s grace is sufficient in our mess. We can find such 
rest in this truth.    

I Peter 5:6-7 (NIV) says, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, 
that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 
for you. Let’s rely on Heavenly strength in our mess rather than our own. 

 Application: 
 
1. Take a few moments and list out a few “messy” areas of your life. Next to those 
areas, write out why you define them as “messy.”  



  
              Seeing Deep Ministries                                                  

 
3	

 
2. Underneath each area you listed, write out a sentence or two of prayer for one, 
giving it over to God and out of your control (see an example of mine below). 
 
Comparison - This is a messy area of my life and I often compare myself to others. I 
think this is because  I am not happy with who I am.  
“Lord, please help me to be content with who I am in You. Help me to take my 
thoughts and actions captive unto Your perspective, and who You say I am. I know 
You love me. Grant me the strength I need to live in this truth.  
 
Takeaway: 
We can tidy up the messy areas of our lives by admitting our need for Christ’s 
strength, and living in that truth.   


