
SD#119 The Heart of the Father, part 2

Hebrews 12:11 (NIV) “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it.”

Reflection Questions:

1) How does reading the Word of God correct your path?

2) Do you pause before carefully correcting your children?

3)  How does God’s view of correction shape your view?
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Extended Devotion:

Accepting or giving correction is one of the most difficult things we endure on
earth. I remember the sinking gut feeling as a child when my dad would only give
me “the look” and I’d fall to pieces in agony. I hated disappointing my father. Now,
as a mother, I see the same look in my children’s eyes, and I experience the same
heartache that my father experienced with me. However, I am fully aware that if I
neglect to correct them, I am sending them down a dangerous path. I correct and
guide them so that I can point them to Christ. This correction that we give and often
receive demonstrates our Heavenly Father’s love for us.

Scripture reminds us in Hebrews that no discipline is pleasant at the moment. I’m
sure we can all recall a time or two when the correction we received was quite
unpleasant. However, we see the pattern of God’s faithfulness in correcting His
people throughout the Bible. Earthly fathers who desire to train their children in
the Lord strive to model this pattern. They desire that same faithfulness and loving-
kindness. Dads would not be faithful if they did not discipline.

It’s hard for us to remember the importance of faithful discipline when external
circumstances deter us at every step. Perhaps we had a traumatic experience with
discipline in the past that was not executed in loving-kindness. That can affect our
present discipline. But we can choose to cling to God’s faithfulness and promise of
mercy in the light of our past. He makes all things new, and He can shape our view
of discipline to His view.

Psalm 103:13 (ESV) says,“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD

shows compassion to those who fear him.” Part of a father’s compassion for his
children is correcting them toward the righteous path. As we walk on that path the
Lord also shows compassion toward us as He molds us and shapes us for His honor
and glory.

Application:

1. Meditate and memorize Hebrews 12:11.

2. “Lord, I know that I struggle with both giving and receiving correction. I ask for
Your strength and grace in trusting that correction is for Your glory and my good.
Help me to pause before I correct so that I may carefully give it in compassion and
slow to anger. Help me to graciously accept the correction I receive so it molds me
closer to You.
In Your Name,
Amen
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Takeaway:
We show our faithfulness by both giving and receiving righteous instruction.
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